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CDRI Expands Industry Leadership Footprint through  
Continued Board of Directors Growth 

 

WASHINGTON (Sept. 20, 2021) — The executive board of Consumer Debt Relief 

Initiative (CDRI) approved the expansion of its board of directors to seven members. Two 

financial services industry veterans, Hurshell Brown and Shawn Burdick, will complement 

the existing leadership team in an effort to continue positioning the organization as a 

prominent voice and advocate for shaping the future of regulation in the debt settlement 

industry.  

 

Brown serves as general counsel and chief compliance officer for Beyond Finance, LLC, 

a full-service debt settlement company with offices in Houston, Chicago and San Diego. 

He brings years of experience in the financial services and fintech industries to the team, 

including vast knowledge of state and federal consumer financial regulations. Burdick is 

president of GRT Financial, a full-service debt settlement company based in Southfield, 

Mich., and has spent nearly two decades in a variety of industry leadership roles. The 

announcement comes on the heels of CDRI’s addition of Rob Merrick from Global 

Holdings, LLC to the board earlier this month. 

 

“As we strategically pursue leadership growth in alignment with our broader vision for the 

organization, we’re thrilled to have identified two talented individuals that we know will be 

significant contributors in all areas of board service. Hurshell Brown and Shawn Burdick 

are well respected throughout the industry and bring unique knowledge and expertise to 

key areas of focus. Their leadership and commitment will be invaluable in helping CDRI 
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proactively mitigate industry threats while identifying ways to advance our core 

objectives,” said Tomas Gordon, president of CDRI’s board of directors. 

 

“The continued evolution of our board underscores our commitment to leading the 

industry forward in successfully navigating complex — and often competing — regulatory 

and legislative priorities across the nation,” said Cliff Andrews, executive director of CDRI. 

“Mr. Brown and Mr. Burdick will be key players in helping us marry innovation and growth 

with a continual eye on compliance as we collectively seek to raise the bar for ethical 

standards, fairness and transparency when providing debt settlement services to 

consumers. They are a welcome addition to an incredible leadership team.” 

 

Brown’s board service is effective immediately, while Burdick will assume his role Nov. 1. 

 

### 
 

About Consumer Debt Relief Initiative 
Founded in 2020, Consumer Debt Relief Initiative (CDRI) is dedicated to the proposition 
of improving the narrative around debt settlement, dually protecting members and the 
consumers they serve. The association’s primary areas of concentration include 
proactive advocacy, coalition-building and education, while promoting zero tolerance for 
bad actors in the space.  
 


